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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title 
is required that is clearly indicative of the invention to which 
the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) The invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language. 

3. Claims 1, 7, 10-12 and 14 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Emens et al. U.S. Patent 
Number: 6,463,343 (hereinafter referred to as "Emens".) 

4. Referring to claim 1, a method for configuring a network 
device, comprising the steps of: generating a set of network 
configuration parameters for the network device [see figure 1, 
element 120] under control of a configuration server [see figure 
1, element 104, 100 aijd column 4 - lines 16-47]; transferring 
the network configuration parameters to the network device via a 
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local network of the network device [see column 4 - lines 16- 
47.] 

5. Referring .to claim 7, Emens teaches a system for 
configuring a network device, comprising: configuration server 
coupled to a communication network [see figure 1, element 104, 
100 column 3, lines 15-31]; node coupled to a local network see 
figure 1, element 102] of the network device, the node having 
means for generating a set of network configuration parameters 
for the network device [see figure 1, element 120] under control 
of the configuration server [see column 4 - lines 16-47.] 

6. Referring to claim 10, Emens teaches wherein the means for 
generating a set of network configuration parameters include 
means for ^executing a remote configuration applet that notifies 
the configuration server of the network device [see column 4, 
lines 16-27, 34-47.] 

7. Referring to claim 11, Emens teaches wherein the means for 
generating a set of network configuration parameters include 
means for executing a remote configuration applet that relays 
the network configuration parameters to the network device [see 
column 4, lines 16-27.] 

8. Referring to claim 12, Emens teaches wherein the means for 
generating a set of network configuration parameters include 
means for executing a web browser application that enables a 
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user to access a set of web pages generated by the configuration 
server for entering the network configuration parameters [see 
column 4, lines 16-27, 34-47.] 

9. Referring to claim 14, Emens teaches further comprising a 
proxy server that enables communication between the 
communication network and the local network [see figure 1, 
element 104.] 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 



10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
. negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

11. Claims 2-6, 8-9, 13, 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Emens et al. U.S. Patent 
Number: 6,463,343 (hereinafter referred to as "Emens".) 

12. Referring to claim 2, Emens teaches a system for 



configuring a network device [see column 3, lines 15-31] however 
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does not set forth the limitation of comprising the step of 
searching the local network for the network device. 

It would' have been obvious to one or ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of applicant's invention that it was old and 
well known in the computer art to get the advantage of being 
able to identifying each of the devices that are connected to a 
network by searching the devices connected to the network in 
order to determine proper network topology. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to include an applet that searches the 
network for the devices to get this advantage. 

13. Referring to claim 3, Emens teaches generating a set of web 
pages that enable a user to enter the network configuration 
parameters [see column 4 - lines 16-47] however does not set 
forth the limitation of wherein the. step of generating a set of 
network configuration parameters notifying the configuration 
server of the network device found. 

It would have been obvious to one or ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of applicant's invention that it was old and 
well known in the computer art to get the advantage of being 
able to notify a configuration server of devices that are 
attached there to, in order to be able to download appropriate 
software from the sever to allow proper function of the devices. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of applicant's invention to notifying the 
configuration server of the network device found to get this 
advantage . 

14. Referring to claim 4, 5, 6, wherein the web pages enable 
the user to enter an address for the network device, the proxy 
server, and the configuration server [see column - lines.] 
however dose not set forth the limitation wherein the web pages 
enable the user to enter an address for the network device, the 
proxy server, and the configuration server. 

It would have been obvious to one or ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of applicant's invention that it was old and 
well known in the computer art to get the advantage of being 
able to allow a user to communicate with a device networked to 
the user by enabling a user to enter an address for the device 
and various intermediate devices that may be connected in 
between the user and the device. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's 
invention to enable the user to enter an address for the network 
device, the proxy server, and the configuration server to get 
this advantage. 

15. Referring to claim 8, Emens teaches wherein the means for 
generating a set of network configuration parameters include 
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means for executing a remote configuration applet that 
identifies devices connected to the network [see column 4, lines 
16-27, 34-47] however does not set forth the limitation of an 
applet that searches the local network for the device. 

It would have been obvious to one or ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of applicant's invention that it was old and 
well known in the computer art to get the advantage of being 
able to identifying each of the devices that are connected to a 
network by searching the devices connected to the network in 
order to determine proper network topology. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to include an applet that searches the 
network for the devices to get this advantage. 

16. Referring to claim 9, teachings of Emens as modified above, 
teaches a system for configuring a network device [see column 3, 
lines 15-31] however dose not set forth the limitation wherein 
the remote configuration applet searches by transferring a 
multi-cast query message via the local network and detecting 
responses. 

It would have been obvious to one or ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of applicant's invention that it was old and 
well known in the computer art to get the advantage of being 
able to search using multi-cast query message in order to allow 
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a user to search only the desired cluster of devices in a given 
network. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in. 
the art at the time of applicant's invention to include multi- 
cast query message to get this advantage. 

17. Referring to claims 13 , 15 and 16, Emens teaches wherein 
the means for generating a set of network configuration 
parameters include means for executing a remote configuration 
web pages that identifies devices connected to the network [see 
column 4, lines 16-27, 34-47] however dose not set forth the 
limitation wherein the web pages enable the user to enter an 
address for the network device, the proxy server, and the 
configuration server. 

It would have been obvious to one or ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of applicant's invention that it was old and 
well known in the computer art to get the advantage of being 
able to allow a user to communicate with a device networked to 
the user by enabling a user to enter an address for the device 
and various intermediate devices that may be connected in 
between the user and the device. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's 
invention to enable the user to enter an address- for the network 
device, the proxy server, and the configuration server to get 
this advantage. 
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Conclusion 

18. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent, to applicant's disclosure. The following 
documents have been made record of to further show the state of 
the art as it pertains to allowing a user to manage, configure, 
monitor and provide an applet to search for networked devices: 
DeKoning et al. U.S. Patent Number: 6,769,022 
Slater et al. U.S. Patent Number: 6,654,796 
Amini et al. U.S. Patent Number: 6,698,021 
Kobata et al. U.S. Patent Number: 6,591,367 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Niketa "I. 
Patel whose telephone number is (703) 305 4893. The examiner 
can normally be reached on M-F 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Jeffrey A. Gaff in can 
be reached on (703) 308 3301. The fax phone number for the 
■organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 

The above listed phone numbers of the examiner Niketa I . 
Patel and the examiner's supervisor, Jeffrey A. Gaff in are 
effective until October 12, 2004. After October 12, 2004 Niketa 
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I. Patel can be reached at (571) 272-4156 and Jeffrey A. Gaff in 
can be reached at (571) 272-4146. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . /f /I / /l 
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